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1e Prompter. 





None yet fo wild whom Reafon cove not guide, 
If he'd but let bis Rage, awhile fubfide. 


Hor. 





Fripay, MAY 21. 1736. 








g HAPPENED two Nights 
Nixes ago-to be in Company, where 
tam) alate unhappy Rencontre be- 

Aes tween two Gentlemen of 
ieee Diftinction, formed the Sub- 
B ject of our Converfation. 
The Occafion of it was can- 
vafled, and Reafons affigned ; 

A PS but as Duelling is a private 
Way of doing onefelf Juftice, independent of 
Law, the Motive of fuch violent Arbitrations of 
Right and Wrong between Gentlemen, ought nor to 
be publickly entered into by any Writer. I hope 
therefore I fhall be excufed giving any Detail of the 
Affair as I heard it related. A Gentleman in Com- 
pany having taken Occafion from thence, to give us 
his Thoughts of Dwelling in general; his Notions 
feemed to moft of the Company fo very juft, that 
when I returned, I endeavoured to put as many of 
them in Writing as I could recollect for the En- 
tertainment of my Readers. 





He began by expreffing his Surprize, that anv 
Gentleman, after the handfome and juit Manner, in 
which the Nature of Dwelling had been treated, 
by am Author that never will be forgot in England, 
fhould fo far indulge that falfe Notion of Honour, 
as to think it incumbent on him to draw another's 
Blood, or /pill his own. What Reparation (con- 
tinued the «lle can either one or the other 


afford for the Wrong received? If any Blemith is 


thrown on my Character, (to confider Duelling in 
general, and without reference to this particular 
Cafe,) does my killing my Adverfary wath it off? 
If the Fact alleged is true, by calling the Perfon to 
account, that alleges it, Ido not in the leaft clear 
myfelf. Nay, fo far from it, the Law, which in 
Cafes of this Nature is more or lefs fevere as Cir- 
cumftances appear, and brings in the Verdict accord- 
ingly, affords no Mercy to the Survivor, where the 
Charge brought again{t him by the Deceafed ftands 
as full as it did before. And if the Fact alleged is 
not true, how is my onour concerned to relent 


a Falfhood ? 


SoME of the Company then put this Queftion, 
Whether,a Gentleman, as fuch, or an Officer in the 
Army, as fuch, is obliged by Honour te receive a 


Challenge; or whether he derogates ufing 
fromthe Dignity of one or other? ye m 


I aM, (reply’d the Gentleman) very far from 
encouraging the Bully, or the Coward. The one 
ought to be avoided, and the other de/pifed. As to 
the firft Part of the Queftion propofed, I obferye 
that Fuftice, in all Occurrences of Life, thould be 
the’ Standard of aGentleman’s Actions. This Ruile 
fhould hold good in regard of Affronts and Refent- 
ment forthem; they fhould always bear an adequate 
Proportion. Muft I endeavour to deftroy my Fel- 
low Creature, becaufe he is not of the fame Opinion 
with me? Muft an unguarded Word, or an inad- 
vertent Action, be put in balance with his Life. or 
mine ? ‘Thefe Principles are owing to fale Bravery 
to fantaftick Laws of miftaken Honour, to which a 
Gentleman is no wife obliged to conform. Heme 
therefore, I think, without derogating, refule @ 
Challenge : If heis attacked, it will be time enous 
to fhew by his Behaviour, he did not refufe 
Challenge thro’ Fear, but Prizciple. 


Wirs refpect to an Officer inthe Army, I think 
he is under an indifpenfable Obligation to refufe 
rather than accept a Challenge. Boe: not his Pay 
lay him under a pofitive Tye to preferwe, as wellas 
devote his Life, whenever the Deferfe of his Coun- 
try, or Service of his Prince requires it ? May not 
his Life, and Courage, be looked upon as the Right 
and Property of thofe that pay him? How then can 
he anfwer for the throwing away, or risking, what in 
Juftice belongs to another ? If this Reafoning be 
true, he acts more according to the Duty he lays 
himfelf under by accepting a Commifien, whio 
refufes a Challenge, than him who reccives one. 
Thefe are the true Sentiments of Honour, which 
fhould be cherifhed by the Gentlemen of the Army 
and, I dare fay, are, by the moft diftinguifhed in the 
King’s Service ; yet none will prefume to tax them 
wich want of Refolution, or Cowardice, when true 
Honour calis. 


Ir was then asked, How a Gentleman fhould be- 
have in the Cafe of a real Injury done him, of which 
the Law can take no Cognizance, and no Redrefs ot 
Courfe be had? 


THE 








THE Queftion (reply’d the Gentleman) is ftrongly 
put. If you mean how he ought to behave, accord- 
ing to the Notions of Honour’ that now prevail, 
the Praétice of Gentlemen anfwers it at'once; if 
according to Reafon, it cannot well beanfwer'd : for 
as long as thefe falfe Notions of Honour, ftigmatize 
the Paffive, and Unrefenting, in fuch a Manner, 
that he cannot appear in Publick without being 
ee at, and fhunn’d by all his Acquaintance, the 

ecifion of Reafon will weigh very littlgggainit the 
Practice of the World. No Man will live. con- 
zemned, tho’ he is fenfible he is unjuftly fo ; yet 
while this Idol of falfe Honour is worfhipped, daily 
Sacrifices will be made to it, and the Lives of the 
wifefé and bef Men in the Nation, may be in the 
Power of the worft. 


No Gentleman that reflects, can afcribe any ex- 
traordinary Merit to himfelf, merely becaufe he 


dares point his Sword at another’s Breaft, or receive ' 


that of another pointed at his; fince the meaneft 
Soldier in the Army, for fix Pence a Day and les, 
enters in amuch feverer Trial of Courage, and faces 
ten times the Danger of a private Duel : Shall then the 
higheft efteern’ chou of the Gentleman, this fo 
much boafted Courage, this Daring, at the Risk of 
Life, to do himfelf right for an Injury received, be ex- 
ceeded by the mercenary Bravery of 2 common 
oldier ? 


I FORBEAR to mention thofe kind of high met- 
tled Heroes, that are ready to knock a Man down fora 
Look, ora Gefture, which their Quixoti/m conftrues 
into a defigned Affront. How many Lives have 
been expofed for Women the very Combatants 
defpife! yet has this falfe Point of Honour made 


feveral let out their Blood ignominioufly, which, 
fpilt on a true Call, would do Honour to them: [ 


never hear any of thefe madis’s mentioned, but 
they remind me of thofe extravagant Lovers in 
Spain, who blend Religion and Gallantry together. 
Thele Inamorato’s, attended with all the Pomp and 
Shew of Devotion, make the Tour of the great 
Square in Madrid, inthe moft folemn Order ; round 
which, are Balconies and Scaffolds, crouded with 
Females. In their Hands they carry a great Difci- 
pline; their Shoulders and Backs are uncover'd. As 
they are prepoffeffed with the Chimerical Notion, 
that the more Blood they draw at every Lafh, the more 
aimable they a in their Miftreffes Eyes; they 
take particular Care as they approach the Objects of 
their Paffion, to redouble the Force and Number of 


their Blows. 


HE was going on when he was interrupted by a 
Lady, who told him that the Cuftom of Duelling 
would never be rooted out, while Women carry their 
Notions of this kind of Gallantry to fo high a Pitch ; 
afrefh Proof of which, we have in a Comedy now 
acting in the Haymarket, wrote by one of my own 


Sex. 


Wuar [| am going to fay, continued the Lady, is 
not tod e from the Play, which, if one Woman 
may be allowed to judge of what another writes, 
is for from being an indifferent Performance; | 


might, I believe, fay, fome Scenes are beansifully 
wrought up, and the three laft Acts, ia p2rvicular. 
ftrong and pathetick: But as the Chief of it turns 
upon that falfe Point of Honour juft now mentioned 
the more pleafing it is, the more dangerous it be- 
comes. 


THE Nobleman that gives Name to the Play, takes 
the Advantage of his Friend’s Abfence, on-account 
of his Affairs, to feduce his Wife. She not only 
denies his Suir, but makes a Convert of him to the 
Caufe of Virtue, to fucha Degree, that Lord Be/- 
lamour determines to fettle:her Husband’s Affairs, 
that he might be enabled to return to a Wife that 
loves him with fo much Tendernefs, and leaves her 
with that Defign. ‘The Husband in the mean time 
comes privately to his Wife, and being informed 
her of Lord Bel/amour’s Generofity, fufpects the had 

iven up her Honour to fave his Eftate, will nor 

ear her Juftification, but flies to right his injured 
Honour in the Blood of his Friend. They meer 
and talk the Affair over ; my Lord juttifies himfel? 
but to no Purpofe; and at laft being branded with the 
Name of Coward, is obliged to accept the Chal- 
lenge. ‘The Husband, by the Intrigues of 2 Villain 
is arrefted. My Lord {ets him free, delivers him up 
the Mortgage he had upon his Eftate, and difcharges 
all his Debts ; after which he convinces him (but 
here the clearing of his Innocence is not full enough) 
that his Wife, as wellas himfelf, were highly injured 
by his bafe Sufpicions. The Husband, all Gratitude 
to his Friend, and Love to his Wife, feels the moft 
exquifite of Joy, when he is called from his H ‘isht 
of Happinefs, by my Lord’s infifting upon a Repa- 
ration of his Honour, and full of this romanrick 
Delicacy, infifts upon letting out a little Blood. When 
this is at laft obtained from the Husband, tho’ un- 
willingly, the Wife comes in, and prevents the car- 
rying it into Execution. 


I NEED not, concluded the Lady, make Applica- 
tions from the Fable to common Life. It isatrue 
Picture, and while fuch Notions are inculcated 
Duelling will find no End. : 


Tue Company thanked her for the pretty Ac- 
count fhe gave of the new Play, and the Gentleman 
that began the Difcourle, begged Leave to difmifs 
the Subject, by imparting to them a Bow Afor of 
Henry the 4thof France, on reading an oftentatious 
Infcription on the Monument of a ‘Spani/h Officer. 
HERE LIES THE Bopy oF Don, @c. gc. wuo 
NEVER KNEW WHAT Fear was. THEN, {aid 
that Prince humoroully, HE NEVER SNUFFED A 


CANDLE WITH HIS ey 


> | 
| os 
ERRATA. 


In the Motto after Widow, dele and. Col, 2. 
After Scenes of Life, add, and in the Midft of 
Temptation. Col. 4. Inftead of eafily, read, carly. 
— Par. 2. Inftead of general Loves, read, general 

ove. 
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